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Dear Parents and Carers,                                            

 

Attendance   

 

Weekly 

Attendance 

Week Ending 

6th February  

Week Ending 

13th February 

Week Ending 

27th February 

Week Ending 

6th March 

Rabbit Class 89.4% 98.5% 93% 98% 

Owl Class 97.2% 88.4% 95.6% 96.4% 

Deer Class 95.6% 97% 99.3% 97.8% 

Hedgehog Class 97.5% 92.9% 97.1% 92.1% 

 
Parent Survey 

Thank you to all the families who took the time to complete our recent survey. We are delighted to 

share that every parent either agreed or strongly agreed that their child is happy at school, feels safe, 

and that the school consistently makes decisions with the child’s best interests at heart. Parents also 

felt that their child receives the right support to help them learn well, including those with SEND. 

We are especially pleased that all parents said they would recommend Great Hockham to another 

family. 

Thank you for the helpful suggestions shared about ways we can continue to improve our school. 

Below is an update on the areas that were mentioned: 

1. After-School Care 

We previously asked families about their need for after-school provision, including preferred days and 

hours. At that time, the level of interest was unfortunately too low for a regular after-school club to be 

financially sustainable. We will carry out another survey during the summer term to see whether 

circumstances have changed and whether there is now a greater need for provision from September 

2026. 

2. Opportunities to Learn Musical Instruments 

As part of our music curriculum, all children currently learn tuned instruments during their time at 

school: 

• Years 1, 2, 5 and 6 learn the recorder 

• Years 3 and 4 learn the ukulele through the Norfolk Music Service 

• All children from Years 1–6 also learn the chime bars 

We would very much like to offer individual or small-group instrumental lessons during the school 

day. However, our school currently does not have the space required for this type of provision. We 

continue to enrich children’s musical experiences by inviting visiting musicians—for example, last year 

pupils enjoyed a drumming workshop. 

3. More Outdoor Learning 

Nursery and Reception classes already take part in weekly outdoor learning sessions to support 

communication, social development, and problem-solving skills. Across the school, outdoor 

opportunities are built into the curriculum: 



 

   
 
 

• Science topics include mapped outdoor learning activities 

• Geography fieldwork takes place in the outdoor environment 

• Some English experience days and wellbeing sessions are also held outside 

With the improving weather, staff will be planning additional outdoor learning opportunities 

throughout the summer term. 

Mini Military Trip 

Children from our service families were recently invited to attend A Festival of Friends at Norwich 

University of the Arts. This inspiring event brought together pupils from service families across Norfolk 

for a day of creativity and connection. 

During the festival, the children took part in a range of imaginative and hands-on activities, working 

alongside others who share similar experiences. It was a valuable opportunity for them to express 

themselves, build confidence, and make new friendships. They also spent time reflecting on the 

positive aspects of being part of a service family and the unique strengths and perspectives it brings 

to their lives. 

We are proud of the way our children represented our school and embraced this special experience. 

They created this fabulous shield, which we have on display in the corridor. 

 

 
 

World Book Day 

 

The children looked absolutely wonderful yesterday dressed as their favourite book characters. We 

enjoyed an exciting day full of stories, with each class taking part in a variety of book-themed 

activities. One of the highlights was decorating our classroom doors to represent different stories — 

they look fantastic! 



 

   
 
 

 

   

  
 

Red Nose Day – Comic Relief 

Comic Relief uses the power of humour and entertainment to raise money for people facing 

poverty and difficult circumstances both here in the UK and around the world. Its mission is to 

help improve lives by tackling issues such as hunger, homelessness, inequality, and poor mental 

health. To support Comic Relief this year, the children have chosen to hold a Pyjama Day on 

Friday 20th March. We invite all children to come to school wearing their pyjamas and, if you are 

able, to make a £2 donation per family using the link below: 

Just Giving – Great Hockham Primary School & Nursery 

Every contribution—big or small—helps to make a real difference to the lives of others. Thank 

you for helping us support this wonderful cause. 

Friends of Great Hockham  

 

The Friends are delighted to announce that our Easter Fayre will be taking place after school on 

Friday 27th March!            We are busy planning an afternoon full of fun games, exciting activities, 

and lots of delicious baked treats. It’s the perfect chance for families to come together and 

celebrate the start of spring. Be sure to save the date — more details will be coming soon! 

We’re also launching a new Ink Cartridge Recycling program. A collection box has been placed in 

the front office foyer, where you can drop off your used ink cartridges. Once the box is full, they will 

be collected and recycled by the organisation Think-Inks, who will donate money back to the school. 

The funds raised will help support the children’s enrichment days and special activities. 

We’re excited to share that a Buddy Bench has been ordered for the playground! The Friends would 

love to make it extra special by painting it in bright, cheerful colours. If you have any leftover 

outdoor paint suitable for furniture, we would be incredibly grateful if you would consider donating 

it. 

Another exciting project we are hoping to bring to life is painting new markings on the playground 

with colourful games and activity markings for the children to enjoy. A very kind parent has offered 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/great-hockham-primary-school-and-nursery-11?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020


 

   
 
 

their time to do the painting, but we are still looking for donations of suitable outdoor paint from 

local businesses or families. Every little bit helps bring this project to life! 

If you would like to donate, get involved, or have any questions, please feel free to contact the Friends 

at friendsghps@outlook.com. 

As always, thank you so much for your ongoing support, generosity, and enthusiasm. The Friends 

couldn’t do these wonderful things for the children without you!      

Road Safety Reminder 

We have recently been approached by several parents who are concerned about children crossing the 

road near our school. To help keep everyone safe, we kindly ask all families to: 

• Park considerately and avoid blocking pavements, driveways or visibility. 

• Turn off your engine while waiting, to reduce pollution and keep the air cleaner for our 

children. 

• Please do not park in, or use, the bus bay to drop off children. 

• Drive slowly and safely, remembering that the speed limit is 20 mph during the school day. 

Thank you for your support in helping to keep our children safe! 

Dates for your Diary 

 

March 2026 

 

Tuesday 10th March 3.30pm- 6.30pm: Parent- Teacher Meetings 

Thursday 12th March 3.30pm – 6.30pm: Parent- Teacher Meetings 

Friday 13th March from 2pm: SEND Café by appointment 

Wednesday 18th March @ 1.45pm: Curiosity Café- all parents invited 

Friday 20th March: Hedgehog and Deer homework due in 

Monday 23rd March: Rabbit and Owl class homework due in 

Monday 23rd March – Wednesday 25th March: KS2 Hilltops Residential trip 

Tuesday 24th March @ 8.40am: Owl homework celebration 

Wednesday 25th March @ 8.40am: Rabbit homework celebration 

Thursday 26th March @ 8.40am: Hedgehog homework celebration 

Thursday 26th March – Friday 27th March: Computing Enrichment Day 

Friday 27th March @ 8.40am: Deer homework celebration 

Friday 27th March: Last day of the Spring Term 

Friday 27th March @ 3.15pm: Friends Easter Fayre 

 

April 2026 

 

Wednesday 15th April: Children return to school 

 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Best Wishes 

Lisa Hazard 



 

   
 
 

 



 

   
 
 

 


